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10 WAYS TO KEEP THE FUN & LEARNING IN YOUR CHILD’S SUMMER

1. Plan your family vacation around learning.

6. Plant a garden

Talk with your child's teacher(s) to find out
what they will be covering in class during the
next school year. For example, if you child will
be studying American History, plan a trip to
see some of the historical sites in Philadelphia
or take a weekend and visit Washington, DC.
If you do any driving on your trip, teach your
child how to calculate gas mileage, read a map,
follow directions, and determine distance.

2. Record your family history.

Create a family timeline noting the important
events in the lives of your children, beginning
with the day they were born. Older children
can fill in historical information as well.

3. "Visit” a foreign country—locally.

Many local ethnic groups sponsor cultural
events and festivals and own restaurants and
retail shops that feature food and items from
their ethnic background. This is a great way to
learn about other cultures.

4. Put together a summer scrapbook.

Each week, have your child make an entry into
a personal summertime scrapbook. Include
ticket stubs, photographs, drawings, writings,
etc. At the beginning of the new school year,
your child can share the scrapbook with class-
mates.

5. Encourage your child to be a pen pal.

Have your child keep in touch with a classmate
or relative over the summer.

Have your child keep a journal to track seed
germination and development. Learn why it is
important fo plant only species native to our
region. Plant a butterfly garden!!

7. Get involved with sports

Is your child interested in a particular sport?
Have him or her collect statistics and learn
how fo interpret game results. Read about
his/her favorite sport in the newspaper.

8. Plan field trips

Take your child on visits to local museums, bo-
tanical gardens, zoos, or historical sites.
Don't just "wander” around. Really set out a
course for learning about a particular fopic.
Spend lots of time discussing and planning
what you want to learn. After leaving, reflect
upon how much you have learned and plan your
next visit.

9. Start a book club

Start a mother-daughter, father-daughter,
mother-son, father-son or family book club.
Children become better readers by reading.

10.Summer School

Approach summer school not as a punishment,
but as an opportunity. Successfully complet-
ing a summer school program will allow your
child to start a new school year in September
feeling confident that they can keep up with
their peers and be successful all year long.



